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PASSING COUNTERFEIT CASH BRINGS FIVE (5) YEARS IN PRISON 
 
Kayla Lee Orton (d.o.b. 7-25-1988), of Hollister, pleaded guilty on Thursday, February 17, 2011, 
to one count of the class C felony Forgery, for passing counterfeit cash to several local 
businesses in Hollister in 2010. Taney County Circuit Court Judge Mark Orr sentenced Orton to 
five (5) years in the Missouri Department of Corrections for the offense, pursuant to a plea 
agreement. Orton was on probation at the time she was caught passing the fake U.S. Currency. 
 
Hollister Police were called to Sonic the morning of September 24, 2010, in reference to pair of 
twenty dollar bills with identical serial numbers received from two female suspects. Hollister 
Police took a report and obtained evidence, then received a call a short time later from the Kum 
and Go convenience store, in Hollister. Similar complaints were received the same day from 
Casey’s and McDonald’s, also located in Hollister. Before the end of the day, Hollister Police 
had located and arrested one of the suspects. Orton was identified by several witnesses as having 
passed the phony cash. She was arrested on a warrant at a later time. 
 
“This conviction was made much easier by the quality of work of the Hollister Police 
Department,” says Taney County Prosecuting Attorney Jeff Merrell. “Specifically, investigating 
officer Shawne Ross, did an excellent job of completing the investigation in a very short time 
span, while the memories of witnesses were still fresh.” 
 
Orton was on probation with Judge Mark Orr at the time of this offense. Forgery is a class C 
felony, in Missouri, carrying a maximum prison sentence of seven (7) years and a $5,000.00 fine. 
 


