
TANEY COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
JEFFREY M. MERRELL, PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 

P.O. Box 849 
FORSYTH, MO 65653 

www.taneycountyprosecutor.com 

MAIN OFFICE: (417) 546-7260 | FAX: (417) 546-2376 
BAD CHECKS: (417) 546-7261 | VICTIM/WITNESS: (417) 546-7263 | CHILD SUPPORT: (417) 546-7262 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
CONTACT: JEFF MERRELL  
PROSECUTING ATTORNEY  
(417) 546-7260  
 
DATE: MARCH 29, 2011 

DANIEL LEE PHERIGO FOUND GUILTY OF BURGLARY 

Taney County Prosecuting Attorney, Jeffrey M. Merrell, announced today that DANIEL LEE 
PHERIGO a/k/a Daniel Lee Taylor a/k/a Daniel L. Derkits, DOB: 2/15/1978, of Kirbyville, 
Missouri, was found guilty Tuesday of three (3) felonies, in the Taney County Circuit Court. A 
four-man, eight-woman jury deliberated for just under two hours Tuesday before returning 
verdicts of guilty on the charges of burglary in the second degree, tampering in the first degree, 
and stealing. Taney County Circuit Judge Mark Orr, revoked Pherigo’s bond and scheduled 
sentencing for June 2, 2011. 

On September 30, 2010, Taney County Deputy Carl Pride noticed a silver 2000 Mercedes Benz 
at Old Patty Town in Kissee Mills, Missouri, which was suspected to be reported as stolen. Pride 
was on another call, so he notified the Sheriff’s Office in order to have Detective Roger Ellis 
respond to the location of the Mercedes. When Detective Ellis arrived, he found Daniel Lee 
Pherigo transferring property from the Mercedes into a red BMW automobile. Further 
investigation revealed that the Mercedes had, in fact, been reported stolen the day before. In 
addition, the items being transferred by Pherigo into the BMW included items stolen from the 
home of the same victims who reported the Mercedes as stolen. Also in Pherigo’s possession was 
a silver handgun with a portion of the wooden handle missing. Deputy Donald Piveral later 
retrieved the missing portion of the handgun in the home of victims, which helped connect 
Pherigo to the burglary of the victims’ home. 

The defendant was charged by the Taney County Prosecutor’s Office as a prior and persistent 
offender, because he had been convicted of committing at least two (2) or more felonies from 
different incidents, exposing Pherigo to the same maximum penalty carried by a class B felony, 
which is fifteen (15) years on each of the three felonies. Pherigo’s prior convictions proved by 
the State had been imposed under the alias surnames of Taylor and Derkits.  


