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FORSYTH, MO – Taney County Prosecuting Attorney Jeffrey M. Merrell announced today that 
LARRY WAYNE GOODALL, dob: 01/30/1946 of Kirbyville, Missouri, entered a guilty plea 
without a plea agreement to the class B felony of driving while intoxicated as a prior and 
persistent felony offender. LARRY GOODALL, was set to begin a jury trial Monday morning 
but entered a plea of guilty before a jury was selected. Formal sentencing is scheduled for June 9, 
2011.  
 
On April 8, 2008, Corporal Travis Polodna, with the Missouri State Highway Patrol, was advised 
of a motor vehicle crash on Pine Top Road, approximately 1.5 miles east of Route JJ, involving a 
possible intoxicated driver.  Corporal Polodna and Trooper Henderson arrived on the scene and 
observed a blue and white Chevrolet S10 pickup against a tree on the south side of the roadway.  
The vehicle was blocking the eastbound traffic lane.   Firefighters and first responders on the 
scene stated there was nobody with the vehicle when they arrived.  Trooper Henderson 
eventually found GOODALL sitting at the base of a tree on the south side of the roadway a short 
distance from the crash scene.  GOODALL identified himself to Corporal Polodna and Trooper 
Henderson and stated he had been the driver of the pickup.  He stated he ran off the road when 
he came around the curve, and the defendant had a strong odor of intoxicants on his breath.  He 
slurred his speech and mumbled, fell down on his backside as the troopers were speaking with 
him, and generally appeared to be extremely intoxicated.  When asked how much he had to 
drink, the defendant stated “at least eight to ten before the crash and a couple afterwards”.  The 
defendant was arrested and his blood alcohol content was determined to be .365.  The defendant 
was released on the scene to the care of the Taney County Ambulance personnel.  Prior to law 
enforcement being called, another witness drove up on the scene of the crash and saw the 
defendant getting out of the driver’s seat.         
 
In response to the plea of guilty, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Tiffany Yarnell stated that she 
was “grateful for the hard work of Missouri State Troopers like Corporal Travis Polodna and 
Trooper Justin Henderson in keeping Missouri roadways safe. Without their expertise and 
thorough investigation, this plea of guilty would not have been possible.  The citizens of Taney 
County are in constant danger as long as this sort of habitual drunken driver is out of custody.” 
 
On Thursday, April 14, 2011, Judge Mark Orr also heard evidence in his court relating to a 
separate drunken driving incident involving LARRY GOODALL. Upon hearing the evidence 
about a traffic stop on October 20, 2008 – also occurring on Pine Top Road, in Kirbyville, 
Missouri – Judge Orr found GOODALL guilty of the class B felony of driving while intoxicated, 



and found that GOODALL was a prior and persistent felony offender. In that case, GOODALL 
was observed driving by Taney County Sheriff’s Deputy Dwayne Fontenot. The defendant 
pulled off the road and parked in a driveway.  Deputy Fontenot made contact with Larry Goodall 
and immediately noticed an open container of beer in the vehicle.  Upon observing several 
indicators of intoxication, Deputy Fontenot arrested GOODALL, and GOODALL confessed that 
he was “drunker than I don’t know what.” 
 
“This case involved a hard-working Taney County Deputy who was just getting off duty for the 
night who took the time and effort to investigate a situation that he knew was possibly unsafe for 
the citizens of this county”, said Jeff Merrell of the diligence of Deputy Dwayne Fontenot in this 
investigation.   
 
Formal sentencing is set for June 9, 2011, on both cases. At the time of GOODALL’S plea, 
Judge Orr made a finding that GOODALL has at least seven (7) prior driving while intoxicated 
convictions. There is no plea agreement between the State of Missouri and GOODALL. As a 
prior and persistent felon, and a chronic alcohol offender, the defendant faces the maximum 
range of punishment for that of an A felony – on each of his two (2) cases – of up to thirty years, 
or life imprisonment in the Missouri Department of Corrections.  
 
 
 


