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DAVID BLACKMORE PLEADS GUILTY TO 2008 HOLLISTER HOME INVASION 

Taney County Prosecuting Attorney, Jeffrey M. Merrell, announced today that DAVID EARL 
BLACKMORE, II, DOB: 4/11/1966, of Fremont, California, entered a guilty plea Monday to 
four (4) felonies, in the Taney County Circuit Court, just moments before jury selection began in 
his trial. Blackmore pleaded guilty to the charges of robbery in the first degree, burglary in the 
first degree, felonious restraint, and armed criminal action. Taney County Circuit Judge Mark 
Orr, accepted Blackmore’s guilty plea and scheduled sentencing for October 20, 2011. 

Blackmore’s case stemmed from a home-invasion that occurred in Hollister on June 15, 2008. 
The Taney County Prosecutor’s Office had alleged that Blackmore entered the unlocked door of 
a home occupied by a Hollister couple, then held the couple at gunpoint for about one hour while 
he searched for money. Blackmore was alleged to have bound the couple, taken a debit card, 
coerced the personal identification number for the debit card from the homeowners, and 
instructed the homeowners to give a false identification of the person who was robbing them. 
During the robbery, Blackmore wore digital camouflage fatigues, military style boots and hat, as 
well as work gloves. About fifteen (15) minutes after Blackmore left the residence, the debit card 
was used to make a cash withdrawal at an ATM in Hollister by a man in a blue hooded 
sweatshirt. 

On July 24, 2008, while investigating other robberies, Roger Ellis, Detective with the Taney 
County Sheriff’s Office, along with officers from Hollister Police Department and Branson 
Police Department, served a search warrant at the Good Shepherd Inn, located in Branson. 
Blackmore was found there, along with a stolen pickup truck from California. Several items of 
clothing and personal property were seized, including digital camouflage fatigues, military style 
boots and a hat, all matching the descriptions given by the victims. In addition, a blue hooded 
sweatshirt matching the one worn by the suspect in the ATM surveillance images was found in 
Blackmore’s possession. 

Robbery in the first degree carries a range of punishment of ten (10) years to thirty (30) years or 
life in prison. Burglary in the first degree carries a maximum punishment not to exceed fifteen 
(15) years in prison, and felonious restraint has a maximum penalty of up to seven (7) years in 
prison. The felony of armed criminal action stems from Blackmore using a handgun to carry-out 
his robbery, and the minimum penalty for that offense is three (3) years in prison – there is no 
maximum sentence for armed criminal action.  


