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FIVE (5) YEARS IN PRISON FOR SHARON JACO 
 
Sharon C. Jaco (d.o.b. 7-31-1982), of Springfield, Missouri, pleaded guilty on Thursday, 
November 10, 2011, to multiple felony charges involving drugs, drunk-driving, and forgery 
crimes she committed in the spring of 2010. Taney County Circuit Court Judge Mark Orr 
sentenced Jaco to five (5) years in the Missouri Department of Corrections for the class C 
felonies of Forgery, Possession of Morphine, Possession of Oxycodone, Possession of Marijuana 
in Branson City Jail, and Distribution of Marijuana in Branson City Jail. Judge Orr also 
sentenced Jaco to thirty (30) days in the Taney County Jail for the class B misdemeanor of 
Driving While Intoxicated, to be served concurrently, pursuant to a plea agreement.  
 
On about March 13, 2010, Jaco passed a stolen check at Wal-Mart Supercenter in Branson. She 
was caught when the check’s owner discovered the check cleared her account, and – knowing 
she had not written a check to Wal-Mart that day – contacted her bank. Video surveillance 
showed Jaco and another woman passing the check. Jaco had formerly been a roommate with the 
victim. 
 
On about May 15, 2010, Jaco was contacted at the Wal-Mart parking lot on highway 76, in 
Branson on an investigative hold by Branson Police. During the investigation, officers believed 
that Jaco was in possession of stolen items from Wal-Mart, and placed Jaco under arrest. Jaco 
then gave officers consent to search her pickup. During the search Branson Police discovered 
several items of drug paraphernalia, as well as pills and liquid substances suspected to be illegal 
narcotics. Testing at the Missouri State Highway Patrol Crime Lab confirmed that the seized 
items from Jaco’s pickup were, in fact, morphine and oxycodone – both of which were illegally 
possessed by Jaco. 
 
On about May 29, 2010, Jaco was stopped by Branson Police officers in a pickup while fleeing a 
fight at Tabu nightclub, on Highway 248, in Branson. Upon being stopped, Jaco was given field 
sobriety tests by officers, after which she was placed under arrest on suspicion of driving while 
intoxicated. Jaco was transported to the Branson City Jail where she refused to submit a breath 
sample for officers. Once placed into a cell, Jaco was observed to remove something from her 
groin-area and give it to a cellmate. Jaco was also observed to throw something under a bed in 
the cell. Branson officers investigated and discovered that Jaco had smuggled marijuana into the 
jail, giving a small baggie to her cellmate and throwing additional marijuana under her 
cellmate’s bed. The marijuana was seized by investigating officers. 



 
 
Delivering or concealing drugs in a jail, distribution of less than five (5) grams of marijuana, 
possession of a controlled substance, and forgery are all class C felonies. In Missouri, a class C 
felony carries a maximum prison sentence of seven (7) years and a $5,000.00 fine. The crime of 
driving while intoxicated – first offense – is a class B misdemeanor, carrying a maximum 
sentence of six (6) months in the county jail and a $500.00 fine. 
 


