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BURGLAR PLEADS GUILTY IN EXCHANGE FOR SIX (6) YEAR PRISON 
SENTENCE 

On Thursday, February 9, 2012, in Taney County Circuit Court, Jeremy William Evans (d/o/b 
06-25-1984), of Hollister, was sentenced by Judge Mark Orr to six (6) years in prison for 
multiple counts of felony burglary and stealing. The charges stemmed from a pair of burglaries 
committed by Evans in late November of 2011. 
 
On November 27, 2011, Taney County deputies responded to a call about a dresser drawer and 
jewelry box found on Maple Street in Hollister. Deputies seized the items from the road and 
discovered that there were pieces of mail belonging to a homeowner in Ridgedale. Deputies 
investigated and discovered the address on the mail had been burglarized, with apparent forced 
entry to a door. A neighbor was able to provide officers with a description of a vehicle observed 
at the residence around the time of the suspected break-in. 
 
On November 30, 2011, the suspect vehicle was stopped by a Taney County deputy at a 
convenience store in Branson. In plain view, inside the vehicle the deputy observed mail and 
other paperwork for the homeowner of the burglarized home in Ridgedale. The driver of the 
vehicle was Evans. Upon questioning by the deputy, Evans admitted to the burglary and stealing 
items from inside the Ridgedale home. A search warrant was later executed at Evans’ house, 
from which stolen property was seized. This search warrant yielded stolen items from another 
burglary committed in Kirbyville, in late October, to which Evans also confessed. 
 
“This case is an excellent example of how cooperation and communication among law 
enforcement officers can result in solving crimes,” says Taney County Prosecuting Attorney Jeff 
Merrell. “This started as a call for suspicious property on a road, before anyone even was aware 
that any crime had been committed. Deputies then worked together to gather information, 
discover the crime, develop a suspect vehicle, and solve an additional burglary in another 
location. I’m really proud of all the officers involved in this investigation.” Deputies Toby 
Marlin, Matt Wheeler, Travis McConnell, Chris Kaempfer, Sam Turner, and detectives Rick Hill 
and Shane Keys were all instrumental in the success of this investigation. 
 
 



 
Evans pleaded guilty to burglary in the second degree and stealing for the Ridgedale break-in, 
and burglary in the second degree and stealing for the Kirbyville break-in. Pursuant to a plea 
agreement with the Taney County Prosecutor’s Office, Evans was sentenced to six (6) years in 
prison for each of the four (4) felony counts, to be served concurrently. 
 
Burglary in the second degree is a class C felony, which carries a maximum of seven (7) years 
and/or a fine of $5,000.00. Felony stealing is also a class C felony, with the same range of 
punishment as burglary in the second degree. 
 


