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VENDING MACHINE THEFTS NET SIX (6) YEAR PRISON SENTENCE 

On Thursday, February 2, 2012, in Taney County Circuit Court, TIMOTHY LEMMONS (d/o/b 
05-27-1987), of Branson, was sentenced by Judge Mark Orr to six (6) years in prison for felony 
stealing. The charge stemmed from a string of vending machine break-ins in August of 2010. 
 
On August 4, 2010, Branson Police were patrolling near the location of Angel Inn, after 
receiving reports of several vending machine break-ins around that area. Branson Officer 
Andrew Yarnell initiated a traffic stop of a car in which Lemmons was a passenger. It was 
discovered that Lemmons had an active warrant, so he was placed under arrest. Upon exiting the 
car, Lemmons’ seat was found to be littered with metal shavings, and in Lemmons’ possession 
were a pair of forceps, a drill bit, and a key ring full of small vending machine keys. Other 
occupants of the car later told Officer Yarnell that Lemmons had been “drilling” vending 
machines and stealing money from them. 
 
Lemmons had pleaded guilty to the felony stealing charge, but then failed to appear for his 
sentencing date in December of 2011. After being arrested on a warrant, Lemmons was held in 
custody until being sentenced on Thursday. Felony stealing is a class C felony, which carries a 
maximum of seven (7) years and/or a fine of $5,000.00. The Taney County Prosecutor’s Office 
had charged Lemmons as a prior and persistent offender, meaning that he had at least two (2) 
previous felony convictions.  
 


