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FOOTBALL TRAGEDY FROM A PROSECUTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 

 
I am a fan of the Kansas City Chiefs; for as far back as I can remember, I always have been. 
 
On Saturday morning, December 1, 2012, sadness over my favorite football team’s abysmal 
season on the field took a backseat to a different sadness relating to the Kansas City Chiefs.  
As many of you know, on the morning of December 1st, Chiefs linebacker Javon Belcher 
murdered the mother of his 3-month-old daughter. Belcher then drove to Arrowhead Stadium, 
where he committed suicide in front of the team’s head coach and general manager.   
 
I often watch sports on television, rather than news programs, as a respite from the suffering 
observed every day while working in the criminal justice system. When my escape into sports 
was interrupted with this news of Belcher’s act of violence against his girlfriend Saturday, I was 
reminded that there is no real escape from reality. And . . . reality is this: In 2009, there were 45 
domestic violence related homicides in Missouri; just over half of those homicide victims (23) 
were wife, ex-wife, or girlfriend to the killer.* 
 
Taney County is certainly not immune to the deadly nature of domestic violence. The last murder 
trial held in Taney County was that of The State of Missouri v. Stewart Hopkins

 

, which began in 
August. This was a case where the normal pattern of domestic violence ran its natural course. 
Stewart Hopkins was previously married to Stacy, but was convicted in Boone County, 
Arkansas, of felony aggravated assault for a domestic violence incident that happened on January 
7, 2000, in which Stacy was his victim. Hopkins was imprisoned for this crime against Stacy, 
during which time they divorced. In 2010, Hopkins and Stacy were back in contact again, and 
things began to get bad between the two. By October 8, 2010, Stacy sought and was granted an 
ex parte order of protection against Hopkins in Boone County, Arkansas. That ex parte was 
converted to a final protection order, made valid for ten years by the Boone County Judge, on 
October 26, 2010. On the night of October 27, 2010, Hopkins stabbed Stacy twenty times, 
including in the throat, and left her for dead in a Branson motel room. 

The jury that convicted Stewart Hopkins of first degree murder and armed criminal action never 
got to hear the evidence of his past assaults on Stacy. That evidence was not admissible, as it 
might have overly prejudiced the jury against Hopkins, drawing the jury’s attention away from 
the facts of the murder committed in Branson. Fortunately, the jury was firmly convinced of 
Hopkins’ guilt, even without the back story. 
 
Over the nearly two years that it took to get Stewart Hopkins brought to trial for the murder of 
Stacy, I got to know Stacy’s family. There were many good people in her life who loved her very 
much. These people were deeply hurt and saddened by her murder. 
 
 



Domestic violence, by its nature, escalates; just as it did in the case of Stewart Hopkins with his 
victim, Stacy. If uninterrupted, domestic violence will result in homicide. It is for this reason that 
I feel so strongly that it is the duty of the prosecutor’s office to pursue convictions, or other 
forms of accountability, against those who commit acts of domestic violence. I don’t want any 
more families to suffer like Stacy’s family has, so I will continue to ensure that my office works 
to interrupt the natural escalation of domestic violence in Taney County, by prosecuting these 
crimes. 
 
I’ll probably continue to watch the Kansas City Chiefs when football season rolls around each 
year. But, there is no disputing that this deadly act of domestic violence, committed by a man 
who wore the Chiefs uniform for four years, has cast a dark shadow over the entire organization. 
I can’t help but wonder what opportunities others had – before that Saturday morning – to 
interrupt Javon Belcher, or hold him accountable. 
 
 
*According to the MISSOURI STATE HIGHWAY PATROL STATISTICAL ANALYSIS CENTER, available on the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol’s website at www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov (click on the Statistics/Media link). 
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